sU/ 

llm wurum 



y www.themorningnewsaruba.com* themorningnewsaruba@gmail.com Saturday, July 7, 2012 




Qualify vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 




Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 




m-Jim 


E-mail: budgelaruba@5elarnet.eiw - www.budgetaruba.cam 
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"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE 


U.K. terrorism officials 


arrest 7 more suspects 


LONDON — Seven more ter¬ 
rorism suspects have been ar¬ 
rested and detained in the 
United Kingdom in what is 
now the fourth security-related 
incident this week as the world 
counts down to the London 
Olympics, which begin three 
weeks from today. 

Police in the United King¬ 
dom impounded a vehicle after 
a routine stop Saturday on a 
highway north of London, sus¬ 
pecting the driver didn't have 
valid car insurance. When po¬ 
lice searched the vehicle, they 
found firearms and other mate¬ 
rial hidden inside. 

"As soon as the items were 
discovered in the impounded 
vehicle, our priority was to 
protect the public by pursuing 
and arresting those we be¬ 
lieved to be involved," Det. 
Chief Superintendent Kenny 
Bell said. 

As a result, three men were 
detained Tuesday morning, 
with an additional three de¬ 
tained Wednesday evening, 
and one Thursday evening. Six 
of the suspects are ages 22 to 
27 and are from the U.K.'s 
West Midlands, and one is a 
43-year-old from West York¬ 


shire. 

The arrests follow the six 
arrested Thursday in an early 
morning raid. New details that 
have emerged since those ar¬ 
rests indicate that it was three 
brothers and three other men 
who are suspected of being Is¬ 
lamic terrorists planning a 
strike in the U.K. during the 
Olympic Games. 

One of the suspects is Mus- 
lim-convert Richard Dart, a 
former BBC security guard 
who uses the name Salahuddin 
al Britani, and rails against 
Britain's royals and Britain's 
military. Another one of the 
three suspects, detained in 
West London Thursday, is Ja¬ 
hangir Alom, a former commu¬ 
nity police officer in the 
United Kingdom. 

Three of the men were ar¬ 
rested in a house approxi¬ 
mately one mile from Olympic 
Park. 

Pre-Olympic security jitters 
are being felt across England, 
which might explain why a bus 
en route to London was pulled 
over Thursday, its 48 passen¬ 
gers marched onto the high¬ 
way and kept in isolation for 
hours. 


Aruba and Holland signs protocol 
of cooperation 






Aruba’s Minister of Educa¬ 
tion and Justice and Dutch 
Minister of Education, Marja 
Bijsterveldt-Vliegenhart re¬ 
cently signed a new protocol 
of cooperation. In this proto¬ 
col Aruba and Holland deter¬ 
mined a few concrete matters 
that would result in reinforc¬ 
ing education both in Aruba 
and in Holland. 

One of the areas of coopera¬ 
tion is obligatory education, 
which recently became law 
here. They will create plat¬ 
forms of consultation for 
obligatory education, in 
which all countries of the 
Dutch Kingdom can share 
their expertise and experience 
with each other. 

Aruba and Holland are 


also working together on the 
control of the quality of edu¬ 
cation. Within this context 
they have confirmed that IPA 


and the University of Aruba 
can make use of the Accredi¬ 
tation Organization, “Hulan- 
des-Vlaams” to guarantee 
superior education on Aruba. 

In addition to this, they in¬ 
tend to organize a structural 
consultancy for the inspec¬ 
tion of Aruba and Holland. 

For schools in the Dutch 
Caribbean and Aruba, they 
will organize a work team 
with the objective of holding 
an annual language confe¬ 
rence where schools can 
share their best practices and 
at the same time develop 
teaching material together. 

Continued on page 5 
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COOL CASINO 

vcs$ w.oo 

FREE promotion ticket 

This Voucher will be exchanged 
for $10 promotional 
slot ticket at the Host desk 

"For New Member Only" 
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Balasli 


hours-Serving __ 

12:00pm to 10:00hh,T„eh a Tdln^ 


phone number $ 80-3904 

piU SENER B ee(? ' 


Balashi 


a, 


Revved in Ar uB,x 

$2.00 Balashi - bottled or 10 oz draft 
with the purchase of ANY sandwich! 
MENTION THIS AT TIME Of ORDER! 


seven 
days 
a week. 


THE VILLAGE PLAZA 
(behind Senor Frog's) 


^■delivery in hotel area for orders over s50.0Qr 


Burgers, Fries.. A 


A great formula for summer 
smiles: SETAR, The Cinemas 
and Spiderman 



Summer blockbusters began 
playing early with “The 
Avengers” in May. SETAR, 
Aruba’s national telecommuni¬ 
cations company, and the 
provider of the 3D technology 
at The Cinemas in Oranjestad 
and Paseo Herencia Mall, 
knew the great anticipation for 
these highly entertaining films, 
and offered their clients the op¬ 
portunity to win tickets for the 
island premiere by SMS. 

“The Avengers” was such a 
success they did it again with 
the next Marvel Comics super¬ 
hero to make it to theaters“The 
Amazing Spiderman.” Lucky 
winners enjoyed not only the 
acrobatics of Spiderman on the 
screen, but enjoyed his antics 


in the lobby of the movie the¬ 
ater, where they were cap¬ 
tured by SETAR NV photo¬ 
graphers to be displayed on 
the company’s website. 

Marvel Comics has proven 
since starting their own studio 
and exerting strict creative 
control over the screen real¬ 
izations of their quirky super¬ 
hero stable that films about 
comic book characters can be 
quality entertainment and 
“The Amazing Spiderman” is 
no exception. It gives new 
depth and interest to this pop¬ 
ular genre and retelling of this 
particular story. Undoubtedly, 
it will be a summer hit world¬ 
wide; it certainly was for open¬ 
ing night on Aruba! 



Sunday KOFFIE MORGEN 

Monday Daily Raffle $ 500 Barn DOUBLE POINTS 

Tuesday Daily Ruffle $ 500 - Blackjack Tournament 

Wednesday Daily Raffle S 500 - Cool Casino - LADIES NIGHT 
Thursday Daily Raffle $ 500 Barn DOUBLE POINTS 

Friday Blackjack Tournament 
Saturday KOFFIE MORGEN 




One cd ‘7VeCc<MH€ 

Atortflgemenr reserves the right to discontinue this promotion of any rime 


Public Library introducing Digital 
Newspapers of yesteryears 




The Department Arubiana of 
the Aruba Public Library is 
working on the digitalization 
of three newspapers that were 
in circulation on the island 
for many years during the 
past century. The first of 
these is the “Observador: Se- 


manario Informativo Neta- 
mente Arubiano” which was 
dedicated to the interest of 
the Aruban public. 

The other paper is, 
“Aruba: Noticiero Official di 
Gobierno (Insular),” and the 
third paper is: “Aruba: Or- 
gaan van de Voorlichtingsdi- 
enst van het Eilandgebied 
Aruba,” which was an offi¬ 
cial Dutch language publica¬ 
tion. 

These papers circulated 
during the years 1957 to 
1984. The Public Library’s 
Arubiana Department has de¬ 
cided to scan these publica¬ 
tions page by page and make 
them accessible online. The 
publications provide valuable 
historic information of Aruba 
and may be used as important 
research material. 

The Observador was pub¬ 
lished for the first time 
back in 1935. Later it 
appeared again on the 
market from 1961 to 
1965. It was published 
in Papiamento and at 
one point also con¬ 
tained an English lan¬ 
guage section. It was a 
publication geared to 
the interest of everyone. 

It also gave same atten¬ 
tion to the cultural life 
of Aruba. 

Aruba: Noticiero Of¬ 
ficial di Gobierno (In¬ 
sular), was a govern¬ 
ment publication de¬ 
signed to inform the 
general public about the 
different projects, jobs 
and activities of the 
government. 

A major portion of 
the work of scanning 




DOGERVHD 

Semanorio Informatiuj Netamente flrubiano 


these publications is com¬ 
pleted, and very soon each 
publication will be available 
online. The publications 
may be accessed via the 
website of the Digital Li¬ 
brary of the Caribbean 
(dLOC), http://www. dloc. 
com. Go to the ‘home page’ 
and click ‘partners’ then go 
to ‘Biblioteca Nacional 
Aruba’ and click the ‘all 
items’ tab. 

Persons searching for ar¬ 
ticles, announcements or 
photos of Aruba for the pe¬ 
riod 1943 to 1985 will find 
all of these on the same 
website. Lor some time now 
it has been possible to 
search for approximately 
837 issues on this particular 
website. 

Continued on page 5 
















































































THE MORNING NEWS 


3 


Saturday, July 7, 2012 



10/7,{//f/0. 

tsis 


ARUBA 

DkTJt'U'COOlXASISOGAMIKG COM 


TO/7A/MA)s 

t/xs 


ARUBA 

W1W. COOiCA SraOGAM IN G COM 


X Triple Points (10am-6pm) 


vs 
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Cool Raffle Awg 1000 

$10 Free Play (100 Member) 
Live Band 10 pm-lam 
Robert Thiel 


"W6ene Sveny One ie "Welcome 


X Triple Points (10am-6pm) 


SLOT TOURNAMENT 

$1000 Cash Prizes 
Ins. $5 - Re-Buy $5 
Robert Thiel lOpm-lam 


Located within the RIU PALACE HOTEL 
i.E. Irausquin BLVD.79 Palm Beach - PH.297.5280993, ext. 981 
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BYD FO and Totto provide a great 
Back-to-School Combo 




Buy two Totto items to earn a raffle 
ticket 


by Rosalie Klein 


Two stylish products perfect for 
youth have teamed up to provide an 
irresistible offer as islanders begin 
gearing up for back to school. Totto 
shops around Aruba will award with 
each purchase of two items a raffle 
ticket to win a BYD FO, the kicky, 
cute cars sold by Garage Cordia. 

For those not familiar with Totto, 
they offer stylish clothing and acces¬ 
sories for all the family, from wallets 
to lunch bags, purses, backpacks and 
luggage in colorful, unique ensem¬ 
bles. Durable but adorable, their well- 
made inventory from Colombia 
comes in bright colors and prints for 
girls and boys and elegant, fashionable options for adults. 
The BYD FO is an equally fashionable car with sleek 
styling, but particularly famous for its fuel-efficiency. 

Totto owner Juan Carillo Vasquez explained the cam¬ 
paign will continue through September 14, with the win¬ 
ner to be announced on the 15th. Raffle tickets can be 
obtained at the Totto stores at Palm Beach Plaza, on the 
Caya Betico Croes in Oranjestad and in San Nicolas, 
along with authorized outlets such as Plaza Book Store. 
The contest is open only to local residents of Aruba. 


Back to school with Totto and BYD 


Paseo Herencia helps 
send Benjamin Security 
off to the regional Little 
League Championships 



GM Valerie and Market mgr Candy present the team with 
their banner 



Paseo Herencia Executives with Benjamin Francis and 

the team 


Yesterday morning, 14 players 
10 to 11 years old along with 
three coaches, boarded a plane 
to Puerto Rico to defend 
Aruba’s title as Caribbean Lit¬ 
tle League Champions, which 
they won last year for the first 
time since 1976. 

This year, Benjamin Secu¬ 
rity of the Aruba Central 
League took the national title, 
sponsored and coached by 
baseball fanatic Benjamin 
Francis. The team is enthusias¬ 
tically supported by the owners 
and management of Paseo 
Herencia Shopping Center, 
and the afternoon before de¬ 
parture, mall management pre¬ 
sented the players with a 
beautiful banner, which they 
will carry on the field during 
the opening ceremonies of the 
championship games, begin¬ 
ning Monday, July 9. 

Presenting the banner were 
Paseo General Manager Valerie 
Pietersz-Camacho and Market¬ 
ing Manager Candy Rasmijn- 
Reino; TGI Friday’s treated the 
team to a casual farewell party 
afterwards, during which Va¬ 
lerie and Candy told the team 
how very proud they were of 
each and every player, certain 
they will get out on the field 
and put forward their best ef¬ 
fort to bring home the win for 


Aruba. “Most of all, remember 
to enjoy your time in Puerto 
Rico,” Valerie told the boys, 
“play hard, but have fun while 
you are doing it.” Along with 
sponsoring the banner, Paseo 
Herencia rewarded each team 
member with a VIP card at the 
shopping mall, allowing for 
special parking privileges and 
discounts at ah vendors. 

Aruba will be competing 
against 12 other teams from 
the region. Little League is the 
only youth baseball category to 
have a Caribbean title; the Ju¬ 
nior and Senior League win¬ 
ners compete in their res¬ 
pective World Series tourna¬ 
ments as the Latin Champions, 
two titles also won by Aruba 
last year. The Little League 
Caribbean regional title was 
branched out from the Latin 
title in 2001; for nine years, 
Aruba’s sister island of Cura¬ 
cao dominated the competi¬ 
tions, finally losing to Puerto 
Rico in 2010 and Aruba took 
the trophy last year. 

As Caribbean Champions, 
Benjamin Security would repre¬ 
sent Aruba in the Little League 
World Series scheduled to take 
place in Williamsport, Pennsyl¬ 
vania August 16 to 26. ESPN 3 
will broadcast those games live. 
by Rosalie Klein 
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Gold Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 


Iff"*-' 


Open wucr. v—j- 
from 8am - 


Saturday and Sunday 
on appointment on y. 


r r 




3 minutes drive to 

Arashi Beach 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,00L 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 

Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 


V Malmok • Aruba 


Ciclovia 
returns to San 
Nicolas this 
weekend! 



■ IV. 

SAN NICOLAS - On Sunday 


all of Aruba is cordially invited 
to head over to San Nicolas to 
join the 8th Ciclovia for 2012. 
The family oriented activity is 
scheduled to begin at 7:00 in 
the morning and continue till 
noon at 12:00 pm. As always, 
there will be a kid’s bike tour 
and an adult’s bike tour with a 
longer route this time. And, 
there will also be a walk. 

With so many activities to 
choose from, is what makes 
this monthly event such fun 
where young and old can par¬ 
ticipate freely. To begin the 
day there will be aerobics and 
“stretch” exercises for those 
wanting an early warm up. 

The kid’s bike tour will leave 
at 8:00am together with those 
taking the walk. Joe Laveist 
Sports Park will be the place of 
departure off to a 3.7km route. 

The adult’s bike tour will 
leave at 9:00am and will also 
depart from Joe Laveist Sports 
Park for a distance of 12.7km. 
The bike tour will travel to Sa- 
vaneta, Cura Cabai, Mabon, 
Brasil and of course, San Nico¬ 
las. There will also be Panna- 
bol and recreational games for 
all children. The public streets 
will be closed to all traffic so 
that anyone can ride their bicy¬ 
cles, rollerblades or skate 
boards. Everyone is expected 
at the San Nicolas Ciclovia this 
Sunday, July 8 to enjoy a 
healthy day of fun activities. 

For more information re¬ 
garding the routes visit their 
face book at: www.facebook. 
com/cicloviaaruba, or call 
telephone 582-4987. 


Public Library introducing Digital Newspapers... 


Aruba and Holland sign 
protocol for cooperation 


Continued from page 2 

The digitalization of the 
Aruba Esso News and the 3 
other publications mentioned 
are published in cooperation 
with The Digital Library of 
the Caribbean and the Aruba 
Public Library (Biblioteca 
Nacional Aruba). The Aruba 
Esso News of the past century 
was a well known news 
source on Aruba especially 
written for the Lago Oil Re¬ 
finery community. 

The Digital Library of the 
Caribbean (dLOC) is a coop¬ 
erative of digital libraries of 


recourses related to the 
Caribbean. dLOC offers ac¬ 
cess to digital versions of cul¬ 
tural, historic and 
investigative material con¬ 
cerning the Caribbean, which 
are currently stored in 
archives, libraries and private 
collections. 

Amigoe: digital collection 
of Koninklijke Bibliotheek 
(Kingdom Library): 

Researchers in search of 
information and news of Cu¬ 
racao and of the other islands 
of the past century, can con¬ 


sult Amigoe online. Amigoe, 
The Curacao Gazette of the 
Curacaose Courant is acces¬ 
sible at http://kranten.kb.nl. It 
is possible to search some 
1500 newspapers from Hol¬ 
land, Netherlands Antilles, 
Surinam and Nederlands- 
Indie via a variety of key 
words. Several million pages 
are available covering the pe¬ 
riod from 1618 to 1995. The 
digitalization is an initiative 
of the Koninklijke Biblio¬ 
theek in Holland: http//kran- 
ten.kb.nl. 


Continued from page 1 

During the signing of the pro¬ 
tocol, Aruba and Holland 
confirmed the interest to at¬ 
tain equality of diplomas. 
Both countries pledged that 
they will ensure that Aruban 
young people will be able to 
continue enrolling in and 
studying advanced education 
in Holland. Also when admis¬ 
sion to superior education in 
Holland becomes more strin¬ 
gent that Aruba students will 
continue to be allowed en¬ 


trance to schools in Holland. 

They will show students 
how important it is to choose 
the correct area of study, by 
consulting for example the 
website: www. studiekeuze 
123.nl. 

Upon a request from 
Aruba, Holland will be inves¬ 
tigating, on the basis of statis¬ 
tical data that Holland has, 
how we can better identify 
the factors for success for our 
Aruban students in Holland. 
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* Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 


sy Slone. at 


(a/i 


Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel. 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - n AM 


2 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached) 
with bacon , and link sausage, 
potatoes, toast and coffee or tea. 


$ 9.9S 


va/icJ oh Cjott/>o*iS 


early Bird Special 

Le Petit (ale 


Qtane Can'll Pertaorant & Bar Every Day Iroa* S'-? 



Dinner Salad 

at 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit Filet Migtion 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our fatuous HOT Stone 


va/id />r*ys*7<3s£*<=>*ia/ o / 3 ^« a 5 o /* 

Vo Cdioh 9*. 
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Pena Nieto's Mexico presidential 
win confirmed 


International News 



MEXICO CITY (AFP) - A 
final vote count Friday con¬ 
firmed Enrique Pena Nieto's 
decisive win to become the new 
Mexican president, but the 
handsome politico must still 
overcome legal challenges. 

Leftist Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador, who came in second 


and lost by 6.62 percent to Pena 
Nieto of the Institutional Rev¬ 
olutionary Party (PRI), said he 
will legally challenge the re¬ 
sults, claiming the winner 
"bought" votes, enjoyed over¬ 
whelmingly positive media 
coverage and broke campaign 
spending limits. 

Lopez Obrador lost the last 
presidential election in 2006 by 
less than one percent, claimed 
fraud and held protests that vir¬ 
tually paralyzed Mexico City 
for more than a month. He has 
not called for protest marches 
this year. 

Pena Nieto won with 38.21 
percent of the vote against 
31.59 percent for Lopez 
Obrador with the Party of the 


Florida teen's shooter freed from jail 


MIAMI(AFP) - Florida neigh¬ 
borhood watch volunteer 
George Zimmerman, accused 
of second degree murder for 
shooting 17-year-old Trayvon 
Martin in February, was "re¬ 
leased this afternoon" after 
posting 10 percent — or 


$100,000 — of the bail 

amount, the Seminole County 
jail said. 

His previous bail, of 
$150,000, was revoked last 
month after he and his wife 
Shellie were accused of lying 
about funds they had raised 


Democratic Revolution (PRD), 
according to the independent 
Federal Electoral Institute and 
Josefina Vazquez Mota of PAN 
came in third with 25.41 per¬ 
cent. 

The official results were an¬ 
nounced after a painstaking 
vote-by-vote recount of results 
at a little more than half of the 
country's 143,144 polling sta¬ 
tions that dragged on far longer 
than expected. 

Octavio Aguilar, a senior 
Vazquez Mota campaign offi¬ 
cial, estimated that the PRI 
spent up to $500 million getting 
Pena Nieto elected, shattering 
the legal campaign spending 
limit of $30 million. 


through a website. 

Zimmerman's lawyer Mark 
O'Mara said supporters had 
donated about $20,000 since 
Thursday, after Judge Kenneth 
Lester ordered the new bond. 
Another $55,000 was donated 
to the fund in the two months 
prior to the court setting bail. 

The racially-charged case — 
the victim was black, the 
shooter half-white, half-His- 
panic — set off a wave of 
protests across the country be¬ 
fore police arrested Zimmerman 
on April 11 and charged him 
with second-degree murder. 

"Mr Zimmerman's security 
team has established a safe 
house where he can stay until 
a more permanent secure loca¬ 
tion can be established," O'¬ 
Mara said on a website set up 
for his client's defense, noting 
that the bond terms require 
Zimmerman to remain in 
Seminole County. 

Zimmerman must also 
wear an electronic tracking de¬ 
vice, cannot open or maintain 
a bank account and cannot 
take a passport or enter Or¬ 
lando International Airport. 


i-■ 
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Ports and Maritime Commano 



HONG KONG (AFP) - Hong Kong customs officers said 
Friday they had made the city's largest ever cocaine 
bust, after finding almost 650 kilograms of the drug -- 
with a street value of about $98 million -- in a shipping 
container. The officers, acting on tip-off from US coun¬ 
terparts, seized the 649-kilogram (1,431-pound) haul from 
a container from Ecuador as it was being transported by 
truck to an industrial area in the remote New Territories. 
Ecuador, situated between the world's two biggest co¬ 
caine producers, Peru and Colombia, is often used as a 
transit point for traffickers seeking to transport drugs 
into the region. 



Buenos Aires (AFP - Former Argentine dictator Jorge Rafael 
Videla was convicted and sentenced to 50 years Thursday 
for a systematic program to steal babies from prisoners who 
were kidnapped, tortured and killed during the military 
junta's war on leftist dissidents three decades ago. Ar¬ 
gentina's last dictator, Reynaldo Bignone, also was con¬ 
victed and got 15 years. Both men already were in prison 
for other human rights abuses. The baby thefts set Ar¬ 
gentina's 1976-1983 regime apart from all the other juntas 
that ruled in Latin America at the time. Videla, 86, (L) and 
Bignone, 84, (R)already have life sentences for other crimes 
against humanity, and are serving time behind bars despite 
an Argentine law that usually permits criminals over 70 to 
stay at home. 



PICADA TRAY TO GO 

A party, birthday or an anniversary? 


PICADA TRAY LAND 
Tenderloin, ribs, 
pork sausage, blood sausage, 
beef short ribs platter 


$15 


per person 


PICADA TRAY SEA 
Shrimp scampi, 
conch, battered fish platter 


$15 per person 


PICADA TRAY LAND & SEA 
Tenderloin, ribs, beef short ribs, 
pork sausage, blood sausage, 
shrimp scampi, conch and battered fish platter 


All platters include our famous garlic bread, 
and Chimichurri, Marinated Onions & Steak Sauce 

Free Delivery for a Minimum Order of 10 People. 

Call to order NOW 582-3677. Wilhelminastraat 80. Oranjestad | JOIN US ON 
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World piles 
pressure 
on Assad 
as general 
defects 

PARIS (AFP) - International 
leaders yesterday urged the 
UN to ratchet up pressure on 
Syrian President Bashar al- 
Assad by threatening his 
regime with tough sanctions, 
as the defection of a top ge¬ 
neral rocked his inner circle. 

Some 100 nations and or¬ 
ganisations meeting in Paris 
called on the UN Security 
Council to adopt a transition 
plan for Syria backed by eco¬ 
nomic sanctions if the regime 
refuses to comply. 

US Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton also issued a 
clarion call for all nations to do 
more to push for political 
change in Syria and end the 
16-month conflict, while lam¬ 
basting Russia and China for 
"blockading” progress. 

The Friends of Syria talks 
in the French capital took place 
amid news that one of Assad's 
most trusted inner circle had 
defected in what would be a 
major blow to the regime as it 
battles the opposition. 

"General Munaf Tlass de¬ 
fected three days ago," a 
source close to the Syrian gov¬ 
ernment said on condition of 
anonymity. 

Tlass, the highest-ranking 
military officer to have aban¬ 
doned the Assad regime, was 
on his way to Paris to join his 
wife and sister, Nahed Ojjeh, 
widow of Saudi millionaire 
arms dealer Akram Ojjeh, said 
the source. 

A general in the elite Re¬ 
publican Guard charged with 
protecting the regime, he is the 
son of former defence minister 
Mustafa Tlass, a close friend of 
Assad's late father and prede¬ 
cessor, Hafez. 

"A senior official from the 
Syrian regime, a commander 
in the Republican Guard, has 
defected and is headed for 
Paris," French Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Laurent Fabius confirmed 
at a news conference, although 
his final destination was un¬ 
clear. 

Participants at the Paris 
meeting called on the UN Se¬ 
curity Council to urgently 
adopt the six-point peace plan 
drawn up by UN-Arab League 
envoy to Syria Kofi Annan 
under the UN Charter's Chap¬ 
ter 7. 

But the final statement 
stressed that any immediate ac¬ 
tion under Article 41 provided 
only for non-military interven¬ 
tion. 







Innovation upsized. Innovation for all, 


2012 NISSAN VERSA 


* 4 cyl, 1.6 Itr engine * AUTOMATIC • Keyless entry 

* ACAM/FM/CD & MP3 & ipod control • Powersteering 

* Electric mirror* FF power windows • Dual airbags 


32,745 


AW§. JLj/U plusbbo 

AT: Awg. 676 p/month* | MT: Awg. 642 p/month* 

nissan SHIFT_the way you move 


Caya Ernesto Petronia 21 * Tel: 582-1 547 * Fax: 582-9877 * www.nissan.aw 


Scots flag to fly at Downing St for Murray Wimbledon final 


LONDON (AFP) - Andy Mur¬ 
ray's Wimbledon semi-final 
victory yesterday was hailed 
as "great news" by British 
Prime Minister David 
Cameron as Downing Street 
pledged to fly the Scottish flag 
to mark tomorow's final. 

Murray became the first 
British man in 74 years to 
reach the Wimbledon final 
when he beat French fifth seed 


Jo-Wilfried Tsonga 6-3, 6-4, 3- 
6, 7-5. 

Minutes later, Cameron's 10 
Downing Street office issued a 
statement saying it would fly 
the Scottish flag alongside the 
Union flag on Sunday "in sup¬ 
port of Andy Murray in the 
final". 

Cameron himself said: "It is 
great news that we have our 
first home-grown men's fina¬ 


list at Wimbledon for over 70 
years, especially in this exci¬ 
ting Olympics year when the 
eyes of the world are on the 
UK. 

"I'll be watching the final 
tomorrow and like the rest of 
the country, will be getting 
right behind Andy Murray — I 
wish him the best of luck." 

The pledge to fly the Scot¬ 
tish flag at Downing Street 


comes amid a political battle 
over whether Scotland should 
remain part of the United 
Kingdom. 

The Scottish government, 
which has devolved powers 
from London and is led by 
First Minister Alex Salmond, 
is holding a referendum in 
2014 on Scottish independence 
from the United Kingdom. 
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Poles charged with selling 
own organs online 


WARSAW (AFP) - Twenty- 
three people have been in¬ 
dicted in Poland for attempting 
to sell their own organs, 
mostly kidneys, over the Inter¬ 
net, national police headquar¬ 
ters said Friday. 

Recent reports suggest that 
economic hard times are see¬ 
ing a rise in the number people 
offering their own organs for 
sale on the Internet across the 
globe. 

"I'm almost certain that in 
Poland there is no black mar¬ 
ket involving these types of so¬ 
phisticated medical procedures 
which leave behind a great 
deal of evidence. It’s too risky, 

national police spokesman 
Mariusz Sokolowski told AFP. 


Poland’s leading experts in 
human trafficking worked with 
80 police departments across 
the country to coordinate the 
recent nationwide cyber¬ 
swoop, the largest ever of its 
kind to focus on organ traffick¬ 
ing. 

Police detained people re¬ 
sponsible for 250 online adver¬ 
tisements offering organs for 
sale, searched 95 premises and 
questioned 105 people, 
Sokolowski said. 

Law enforcement authori¬ 
ties expect to make additional 
arrests within the framework 
of the ongoing investigation. 

In Poland, offering organs 
for sale carries a prison term of 
up to one year. 


Record number of Africans 
get AIDS drugs 


PARIS (AFP) - A record num¬ 
ber of Africans now have ac¬ 
cess to drugs to control the 
HIV virus, but the continent 
must work harder to strengthen 
the lifeline, the head of UN- 
AIDS says. 

At the end of last year, 6.2 
million people in sub-Saharan 
Africa were taking antiretrovi¬ 
ral treatment, an increase of 1.1 
million over 2010, UNAIDS 
Executive Director Michel 
Sidibe said in an interview. 

It means that 56 percent of 
Africans in need of the drugs 
now have access to them, he 
said. 

The cost of the drugs has 
plummeted from around 
$ 15,000 per head a dozen years 


ago to some $80 today, and 
many treatments are far sim¬ 
pler for patients than in the 
past. 

China totally funds its do¬ 
mestic AIDS programme and 
the figure for fellow emerging 
giant India is 95 percent, but in 
Africa some countries are 100- 
percent dependent on foreign 
help, Sidibe sdaid. 

Another problem is that 
Africa is 80-percent dependent 
on India for its drugs, Sidibe 
said. 

He added he would call for 
an African Medicines Regula¬ 
tory Agency at an Africa Union 
summit, taking place in Addis 
Ababa from July 13 to 15. 


Thai pregnant migrant 
worker plan slammed 


BANGKOK (AFP) - Thai 
government proposals to de¬ 
port pregnant migrant workers 
will heighten discrimination 
rather than boost the fight 
against human trafficking, 
Human Rights Watch said Fri¬ 
day. Thailand's Labour Min¬ 
istry recently proposed 
expelling migrant workers, be¬ 
lieving they will receive better 
care in their own countries. 

The rights group said the 
measure was floated in re¬ 
sponse to the US State Depart¬ 
ment's recent classification of 
Thailand in "Tier 2" of its 
watch list, a status for coun¬ 
tries demonstrating poor ef¬ 
forts to stamp out human 
trafficking. 

But the proposal has pro¬ 
voked fury among rights 


groups who decry the scheme's 
potential to worsen the lot of 
migrants, while simultane¬ 
ously failing to tackle the root 
causes of people trafficking. 

If it is sincere about tackling 
the trafficking scourge, Thai¬ 
land should ensure the children 
of migrants go to school while 
cracking down on government 
officials and labour recruiters 
who hire victims, he added. 

Last month's State Depart¬ 
ment report criticised Thailand 
for failing to respond to traf¬ 
ficking — mostly from neigh¬ 
bouring countries — into work 
as forced prostitutes, beggars 
and labourers in fishing indus¬ 
try and factories. 

The report highlighted Thai¬ 
land's failure to identify and 
protect victims. 
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British government flies 


gay pride flag for first time 
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Mali children 
raped , maimed , 
recruited by 
armed groups 

DAKAR (AFP) - The United 
Nations Childrens' Fund said 
Friday that armed groups oc¬ 
cupying northern Mali were 
recruiting children, while oth¬ 
ers had been raped and killed 
by explosive devices. 

UNICEF said in a state¬ 
ment that evidence collected 
since the end of March, when 
Islamists and other armed 
groups seized the northern 
half of Mali, showed at least 
175 boys aged between 12 
and 18 had been recruited into 
armed groups. 

The agency also noted that 
at least eight girls were raped 
or sexually abused. Two boys 
were killed by explosive de¬ 
vices and another 18 children 
maimed. 

Theophane Nikyema, 
UNICEF's representative in 
Mali, said that in addition to 
this, some 300,000 children 
had been affected by the clo¬ 
sure of schools and were at 
higher risk of recruitment, vi¬ 
olence and exploitation. 

Children in the desert re¬ 
gion are further facing a se¬ 
vere nutritional crisis which 
has put some 560,000 young 
children in Mali at risk of 
acute malnutrition this year, 
the statement said. 

UNICEF said it was in crit¬ 
ical need of additional fund¬ 
ing, with only 21 percent of 
its appeal for $58 million (47 
million euro) for 2012 met. 


LONDON (AFP) - The British 
government on Friday hoisted 
the rainbow flag symbolising 
gay pride over one of its min¬ 
istries for the first time. 

Deputy Prime Minister Nick 
Clegg requested the flag be 
flown on Whitehall, the central 
London street that houses sev¬ 
eral ministries, ahead of the 
World Pride parade celebrating 
gay rights in the British capital 
today. 

"Flying this iconic flag in the 
heart of Whitehall is a small 
but important emblem that the 
government and this country 
are behind equal rights," added 
Clegg, whose centrist party is 
junior partner in a coalition led 
by the centre-right Conserva¬ 
tives. 

The striped rainbow flag was 
raised over the Cabinet Office, 
the ministry responsible for co¬ 
ordinating central government. 

Ministers have pledged to le¬ 
galise gay marriage in England 
and Wales by 2015 despite op¬ 
position from some Conserva¬ 


tives and religious figures. 

Clegg has gone further by 
saying religious venues such as 
churches should be able to host 
gay weddings. 

Homosexual couples in 
Britain have been able to ob¬ 
tain civil partnerships, giving 
them similar legal rights to het¬ 
erosexual married couples, 
since 2004. 

But gay couples cannot hold 
religious wedding ceremonies 
and campaigners say that hav¬ 
ing civil partnerships rather 
than gay marriages perpetuates 
the idea that same-sex unions 
are less valid than heterosexual 
ones. 

The Church of England and 
Roman Catholic Church have 
staunchly opposed the changes, 
fearing they could eventually 
be forced to preside over gay 
weddings. 

The government has pledged 
to introduce safeguards to pre¬ 
vent religious groups from 
having to act against their con¬ 
science. 
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Sci-Tech 


Biomechanical legs 
are a giant step for 
robot-kind 



PARIS (AFP) - Scientists in 
the United States say they 
have made the world's most 
advanced pair of biomechan¬ 
ical legs, bringing the goal of 
human-friendly household 
robots a bit closer. 

About half the size of their 
human counterparts, the legs 
are the first to mimic walking 
in a biologically accurate, en¬ 
ergy-efficient manner, say the 
researchers. 

They have the slight up- 
and-down movement of 
human legs, using load sen¬ 
sors in the feet that help a 
small computer adjust the 
motion according to the sur¬ 
face. 

The research appears on 
Friday in a peer-reviewed 
publication, the Journal of 
Neural Engineering. 

The sensors are one com¬ 
ponent in a triple system that 
aims at imitating the human 
gait, which has been honed 
by millions of years of evolu¬ 
tion to be as smooth and en¬ 
ergy-efficient as our anatomy 
will allow. 

The "skeleton” of the legs 
copies the three joints in the 
lower anatomy — the hips, 
knees and ankles — and the 
muscles are straps, which 
move up and down as actua¬ 
tors. 


The actual movements are 
determined by an electronic 
imitation of the central pat¬ 
tern generator (CPG), a neu¬ 
ral network in the lower 
region of the spine that is 
semi-autonomous from the 
brain. 

The CPG generates rhyth¬ 
mic muscle signals after gath¬ 
ering information from 
various parts of the body that 
respond to the environment. 
This explains why we can 
walk without having to think 
about it. 

The next phase will be to 
incorporate vision to control 
gait as well as other tactile 
sensors, "so that if you stum¬ 
ble, the system will correct it¬ 
self and not fall over," said 
Lewis. 

The legs are intended for 
fundamental research into 
understanding how humans 
learn to walk, but there could 
one day be gains for doctors 
trying to recover walking 
ability for patients with 
spinal-cord injuries, the re¬ 
searchers hope. 

In robotics, "two major 
corporations in the US have 
expressed interest in this 
work, and we are currently 
looking at transferring this 
technology to one of them," 
said Lewis. 


Internet shutdown looms for 
some as US fix expires 



(AFP) - Tens of thousands of 
computer users around the 
world infected with malware 
last year may lose their Inter¬ 
net access on Monday with the 
expiration of a fix by US au¬ 
thorities, security experts say. 

The problem stems from 
malware known as DNS 
Changer, which was created 
by cybercriminals to redirect 
Internet traffic by hijacking the 
domain name systems of Web 
browsers. 

The ring behind the DNS 
Changer virus, discovered in 
2007, was shut down last year 
by the US Federal Bureau of 


Investigation (FBI), Estonian 
police and other law enforce¬ 
ment agencies. 

Because the virus controlled 
so much Web traffic, authori¬ 
ties obtained a court order to 
allow the FBI to operate re¬ 
placement servers which allow 
traffic to flow normally, even 
from infected computers. 

But that order expires Mon¬ 
day, when experts say infected 
computers will face an "Inter¬ 
net doomsday." 

The FBI, Facebook, 
Google, Internet service 
providers and security firms 
have been scrambling to warn 


users about the problem and 
direct them to fixes. 

According to a working 
group set up by experts, more 
than 300,000 computers re¬ 
mained infected as of June 11. 

Security experts say it’s not 
clear how many of those com¬ 
puters are active. 

Users who think they are 
infected may perform a test at 
the DNS Changer Working 
Group’swebsite 
http://www.dcwg.org/ or oth¬ 
ers operated by various secu¬ 
rity firms. 

IID said that the malware 
also compromises computers 
by preventing antivirus soft¬ 
ware updates. 

The security firm McAfee, 
which also offers a diagnostic 
t o o 1 a t 
http://www.mcafee.com/dnsch 
eck, said users must act before 
Monday to clean their comput¬ 
ers. 

"If users' computers have 
the wrong DNS settings for 
the servers, they will not be 
able to access websites, send 
e-mail or use Internet serv¬ 
ices," a McAfee statement said 
Thursday. 

For computers affected, the 
blackout will be total, experts 
say. 

"Connectivity will be lost 
to the Internet PERIOD," said 
a blog posting from the secu¬ 
rity firm Symantec. "If your 
computer is still using DNS 
entries that are pointing to the 
FBI servers on July 9, you will 
lose TOTAL access to the In¬ 
ternet. No connecting to the 
office from home, no updating 
Facebook, nothing until the 
DNS settings are fixed." 

Six Estonians and a Russian 
were charged last November 
with infecting computers, in¬ 
cluding NASA machines, with 
the malware as part of an on¬ 
line advertising scam that 
reaped at least $14 million. 

At least four million com¬ 
puters located in over 100 
countries may have been in¬ 
fected. 



Apple, which is expected to launch a mini version of its 
market-leading iPad tablet, could quickly overpower its 
rivals in the segment with the addition of the new prod¬ 
uct, analysts say. Rumors about the smaller iPad have 
been swirling for months, but the Wall Street Journal re¬ 
ported this week that Apple's component makers in 
China are gearing up for mass production of the device 
fort he launch expected later this year. The launch ex¬ 
pected later this year however would probably prompt 
Apple co-founder Steve Jobs to roll over in his grave, 
given that the late technology pioneer ridiculed the 
small-screen tablets offered by his competitors. But an¬ 
alysts say the market has changed since Jobs died last 
October. If Apple sells the new device at less than $300, 
as widely expected, said Analyst Tom Mainelli, "they put 
a hurt on all Androids." 
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CROSSWORD 


FREE Coverage on our website: 
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ACROSS 

1. 1 958 Leslie 
Caron film 

5. Businesses 
(abbr.) 

8. Golfer’s peg 

11. Range 
section 

12. Lummox 

13. One Mrs. 
Sinatra 

14. Robert_ 

Warren 

15. Outermost 
points 

17. Snaky 

swimmers 

19. To the core 

20. Hagman and 
King 

22. Boathouse 
item 

23. “This_ 

recording” (2 


wds.) 

24. Sound from 
Miss Muffet, 
perhaps 

26. Fine fogs 
30. Actor O’Shea 
32. Digits (abbr.) 

34. Canyon 
sound 

35. Wash bowl 
37. Finger-to-lips 

noise 

39. Aunt or uncle 
(abbr.) 

40. Mauna_ 

42. In the area 
44. Brooks or 

Einstein 

47. Invite request 

48. “The_ 

West” (2 


wds.) 

50. Edison’s 

middle name 

53. Wide shoe 
width 

54. French 
friends 

55. Lanky 

56. Faulty bomb 

57. Positive 
answer 

58. Speedy jets 
(abbr.) 

DOWN 

1. Republican 
party (abbr.) 

2. “_ had it!” 

3. High-ranking 
officers 

4. _ circle 



5. Tricia Nixon’s 
married 
name 

6. Excel 

7. Brook 

8. Pack a pipe 

9. Daredevil 
Knievel 

10. “Piece of 
cake!” 

12. Diminish 

16. Bizarre 

18. Drain 

unclogger 

20. Out on a_ 

21. Cambodia’s 
continent 

25. Certain 

boxing wins 
(abbr.) 

27. Morals 

28. Now and_ 

29. Auctioneer’s 
word 

31. Lubricated 

33. Pottery 
fragments 

36. Oslo’s land 

38. Time periods 
(abbr.) 

41. One at_ (2 

wds.) 

43. Racecourse 
shapes 

44. Stunned 

45. Stead 

46. Ran, as 
colors 

49. Fleur-de-_ 

51. Witch’s 
cauldron 

52. Question’s 
opposite 
(abbr.) 



DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 


JULY 07 - JULY 14 


O’stad Botica Sta. Cruz.’ - S.N s * San Lucas N.V.’ 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUD0 SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 


Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 



Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel. 5274000 
EMERGENCY 


Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 


Telephone 100 


TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Al Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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"Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel: 5884494 


Finance 


Cuba aims to attract foreign 
capital with reforms 


HAVANA (AFP) - Cuba hopes 
to attract more international in¬ 
vestment and open its markets 
with new reforms before the 
end of the year, the communist 
island's foreign trade ministry 
said yesterday. 

"We are looking to boost 
foreign investments, as a com¬ 
plement to domestic invest¬ 
ment efforts, directing them to 
priority sectors to increase ac¬ 
cess to technology and expand 
markets," said Foreign Trade 
Ministry finance chief Yamila 
Fernandez del Busto. 

She said Cuba was working 
on modifying law 77, which 
deals with foreign capital in 


Cuba, by December. 

Cuba has allowed foreign 
investment since 1993, when 
then-president Fidel Castro in¬ 
troduced timid reforms to fight 
the economic crisis that fol¬ 
lowed the fall of the Soviet 
Union. 

Raul Castro, who took over 
from his ailing brother in 2006, 
has launched more ambitious 
reforms, seeking to revitalize 
the island's inefficient central¬ 
ized economy. 

Foreign investment, gener¬ 
ally combined with Cuban 
government capital, is mainly 
concentrated in the tourism, 
mining and oil sectors. 


Obama on jobs report: 'it's still 
tough out there* 


POLAND, Ohio (AFP) - US 
President Barack Obama said 
yesterday he was not satisfied 
by a weak jobs report that left 
the unemployment rate at 8.2 
percent, admitting in swing 
state Ohio: "it's still tough out 
there." 

Obama said the Labor De¬ 
partment figures showing the 
economy created 80,000 jobs 


in June were "a step in the right 
direction" but added: "we can't 
be satisfied," as Republicans 
branded him an economic fail¬ 
ure. 

"It's still tough out there," 
Obama said at a school in 
Poland, a small middle class 
community in northeastern 
Ohio, a crucial battleground in 
November's election. 
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Currency 

Code 

Buying 

rate 

banknotes 

Buying 

Cheques 

Selling 

Rate 

U.S.A. 

USD 

1.77 

1.78 

1.80 

Dutch Antilles 

ANG 

98.00 

100.00 

100.20 

Canada 

CAD 

1.73 

1.75 

1.77 

Britiain 

GBP 

2.70 

2.75 

2.81 

Switzerland 

CHF 

183.33 

184.05 

184.85 

Netherlands 

EUR 

218.45 

220.44 

222.66 

Sweden 

SEK 

24.47 

25.19 

25.99 

Denmark 

DKK 

28.65 

29.37 

30.17 

Norway 

NOK 

28.35 

29.07 

29.87 

Japan 
(per 100) 

JPY 

220.94 

222.96 

225.20 


All rates for amounts up to AWG 100.00 per item. 


Aruba Tourism records best result 
since the economic downturn in 2009 


ORANJESTAD - The Cen- 
trale Bank van Aruba (CBA) 
concludes in its Quarterly Bul¬ 
letin of the fourth quarter of 
2011 that Aruba continues on 
the path to economic recovery 
due to the restart of refinery 
operations in the beginning of 
2011 and a better performing 
tourism industry. In the fourth 
quarter of 2011, the tourism 
sector continued to perform 
well, with a 2.7 percent in¬ 
crease to 213,481 stay-over 
visitors compared to the same 
quarter of 2010, the highest 
growth since the economic 
downturn in 2009. The Latin 
American market expanded by 
6,785 visitors (+15.1 percent) 
and continued to carry the en¬ 
hanced tourism performance. 
However, Aruba’s top market, 
the United States, contracted 
by 2,984 visitors (-2.4 per¬ 
cent), partially explained by 
the mild weather, as the 
2011/12 winter was the fourth- 
warmest in the last 117 years. 
In contrast, cruise tourism fell 
by 4,134 passengers (-2.0 per¬ 
cent) to 206,934 tourists, fol¬ 
lowing 11 fewer ships calls at 
the Aruban port. On balance, 
tourism receipts grew by 3.6 
percent, compared to the same 
quarter a year earlier (the fifth 
consecutive quarter of 
growth). 

Furthermore, the Business 
Perception Survey (BPS) for 
the fourth quarter of 2011 sug¬ 
gests that businesses were pos¬ 
itive about the current and the 
short-term future economic 
conditions in Aruba. The BPS 
index on current economic 
conditions recorded its highest 
result (105.4) since the second 
quarter of 2005 (107.1). In ad¬ 
dition to the positive business 
sentiment, the construction 
sector performed positively as 
the number of construction 
permits granted expanded by 
2.9 percent, and the number of 
approved electrical installa¬ 
tions grew by 28.1 percent. 
Both compared to the same pe¬ 
riod in 2010. Cement imports 
grew substantially (38.2 per¬ 
cent) in 2011 indicating a 
buoyant construction sector for 
the whole 2011. 

During the last quarter of 
2011, the quantity of refined 
oil decreased by 40.1 percent, 
i.e., from 17.1 million barrels 
in the third quarter of 2011 to 
10.3 million barrels in the cur¬ 
rent period of analysis. Narrow 
sour crude oil differentials and 
the sensitivity of the refinery’s 
profitability to them had a 
major role to play in this out¬ 
put decline. Because of this, 
the value of imported oil fell 
by 61.1 percent to Afl. 1.2 bil¬ 
lion and the value of exported 
oil dropped by 43.2 percent to 


Afl. 1.7 billion, compared to 
the same quarter of 2010. 

— An upward movement in 
prices (+6.3 percent) was reg¬ 
istered in the current quarter 
(the highest quarterly average 
inflation rate since the third 
quarter of 2008). This rise had 
to do with increased prices in 
the categories, housing, trans¬ 
port, food and non-alcoholic 
beverages, and alcoholic bev¬ 
erages and tobacco. For 2011, 
inflation reached 4.4 percent 
(12-month average), which is 
slightly more than double the 
result of 2010. When correct¬ 
ing for the food and energy 
components, the core inflation 
stood at 1.2 percent. 

Government revenue in the 
fourth quarter broadened by 
Afl. 32.2 million to Afl. 264.8 
million (5.5 percent of nominal 
GDP), the highest since the 
fourth quarter of 2009, and re¬ 
flected increases in both tax 
(+Afl. 27.7 million) and non¬ 
tax revenues (+Afl. 4.6 mil¬ 
lion). Total cash-adjusted 
expenditures stepped up by 
Afl. 1.0 million to Afl. 319.7 
million (6.7 percent of nominal 
GDP), manifesting expansions 
in goods and services (+Afl. 
15.5 million), personnel-re¬ 
lated expenses (+Afl. 10.2 mil¬ 
lion), and interest expenses 
(+Afl. 5.7 million). Conse¬ 
quently, the financial deficit 
(including the change in unmet 
financing requirements) 
reached Afl. 59.1 million in the 
fourth quarter of 2011, equal to 
1.2 percent of nominal GDP. 
At the end of December 2011, 
total government debt 
amounted to Afl. 2,771.9 mil¬ 
lion, up by Afl. 223.7 million 
(+8.8 percent) against the end- 
September 2011 position. 
Hence, total debt-to-GDP in¬ 
creased by 3.9 percentage 
points to 57.8 percent at end- 
December, the highest level 
ever recorded. 

With regard to monetary 
developments, money supply 
contracted by Afl. 43.6 million 
to Afl. 3,158.6 million in the 
fourth quarter of 2011, the sec¬ 
ond consecutive quarter of de¬ 
crease. This reflected a 
combination of both domestic 
and foreign factors, as the net 
domestic assets declined by 
Afl. 106.7 million, countered 
in part by an Afl. 63.1 million 
net inflow of foreign funds. 
Net claims on the public sector 
fell by Afl. 137.7 million, re¬ 
sulting from increased public 
sector deposits (+Afl. 137.6 
million). A major contributing 
factor was the issuance of gov¬ 
ernment bonds in November 
and December 2011, totaling 
Afl. 230.5 million. The gross 
claims on the private sector ex¬ 
panded by Afl. 32.2 million, 


pushed up mainly by higher 
credit to enterprises (+Afl. 
24.0 million) and housing 
mortgages (+Afl. 8.1 million). 
On the other hand, consumer 
credit stayed weak (Afl. 0.5 
million growth), possibly indi¬ 
cating some cautiousness by 
consumers to enter into loan 
agreements, as well as a con¬ 
solidation of consumer debt in 
housing mortgages. The total 
net foreign assets of the mone¬ 
tary sector (including revalua¬ 
tion differences of gold and 
official foreign exchange hold¬ 
ings) amounted to Afl. 1,493.6 
million at the end of December 
2011, representing 4.7 months 
of current account payments 
coverage (12-month average, 
excluding the oil sector). This 
ratio of net foreign assets in 
months of current account pay¬ 
ments had been continuously 
falling since the third quarter 
of 2010. 

The balance of payments 
recorded a strong rebound in 
the fourth quarter of 2011 (Afl. 
63.1 million surplus) com¬ 
pared to the fourth quarter of 
2010 (Afl. 118.7 million 
deficit), resulting in an equiv¬ 
alent net inflow of foreign 
funds. This surplus corre¬ 
sponds to 1.3 percent of nomi¬ 
nal GDP, and was the highest 
in the four quarters of 2011. 
The current account posted a 
surplus of Afl. 93.1 million 
(1.9 percent of nominal GDP), 
and was mainly the result of a 
strong growth in the goods ac¬ 
count, as the oil sector re¬ 
sumed its operations. The 
increase in the goods account 
was partially mitigated by an 
outflow of branch profits and 
dividends. The latter widened 
the deficit of the income ac¬ 
count to Afl. 321.3 million. 
The capital and financial ac¬ 
count registered an Afl. 28.5 
million deficit in the fourth 
quarter of 2011, chiefly the re¬ 
sult of large net outflows in di¬ 
rect investment totaling Afl. 
312.3 million. This outflow 
was compensated largely by an 
Afl. 200.6 million net inflows 
in other investments (mainly 
payments of trade credits). 
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The first Middle Eastern restaurant on Aruba! 
Our menu consist of truly traditional dishes. 



*Open till late 
*Also for take-out 
Tel: 5866765 
South Beach Center 55. 


Oliver Stone pits hippies against Mexico 


drug barons 



LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Oliver Stone's latest movie pits 
a pair of Californian neo-hippy 
cannabis growers against Mex¬ 
ican drug barons aiming to 
move their business north of 
the border, with predictably vi¬ 
olent results. 

In what he stresses is fiction, 
Stone's "Savages" returns to 
the theme of drugs and vio¬ 
lence that he explored as the 
screenwriter of "Midnight Ex¬ 
press" (1978), for which he 
won one of his three Oscars, 
and "Scarface" (1983). 

The film, based on the criti¬ 
cally acclaimed book "Sav¬ 
ages" by US author Don 
Winslow, tells the story of two 
Californians — Ben (Aaron 
Johnson) and Chon (Taylor 
Kitsch) — and their shared girl¬ 
friend Ophelia (Blake Lively). 

They divide their life be¬ 
tween surfing, smoking, shop¬ 
ping and a flourishing 
cannabis-growing business. 

Everything is going swim¬ 
mingly until a cartel run by 
Elena (Salma Hayek) suggests 
an alliance. Ben and Chon re¬ 
fuse, prompting heavies played 
by Benicio Del Toro and 
Demian Bichir to kidnap 
Ophelia. 

The two hippies decide to 
take up arms and launch a mer¬ 
ciless fight against the cartel 
with the help of a dirty drug en¬ 
forcement agent played by 
John Travolta. 

As usual, Stone has done 
considerable research and met 


a lot of people in preparation 
for making the movie, and he 
says he learned a great deal 
about drugs and violence. 

He chose Mexican actress 


LONDON (AFP) - A former 
personal assistant to U2 bass 
player Adam Clayton was 
jailed for seven years Friday 
after embezzling 2.8 million 
euros ($3.4 million) from the 
star, the Irish courts service 
said. 

Carol Hawkins, 48, was 
found guilty last week of 181 
counts of theft from Clayton, 
who has played on hits includ¬ 
ing "Where The Streets Have 
No Name", "With Or Without 
You" and "Beautiful Day". 

A court in Dublin heard 
how Hawkins had worked for 
Clayton for 17 years, starting 
off as a housekeeper at his 
mansion in the Irish capital, 
Danesmoate House, before ris- 


Hayek to play the cartel's mer¬ 
ciless female chief. 

"She's tough. She came 
from Mexico, she just pro¬ 
pelled herself to Hollywood. I 
guess she didn't speak much 
English when she got here," he 
said. "I met her years ago, 
when I did 'U Turn,' and the 
first time I met her, she said: 
'You son of a bitch, you didn't 
even see me for U Turn. You 
gave it to Jennifer Lopez.' I 
was stunned," said Stone. 

For his latest film, "I wrote 
her a note in Europe and I just 
said: 'You're the one.' When 
Universal asked me: 'Is she 
tough enough?' I said: 'Oh yes, 
she's tough.'" 


ing to be his assistant, Irish 
media reported. 

But she used her position of 
trust to take money which she 
used to fund a lavish lifestyle 
including racehorses, exotic 
holidays and designer clothes, 
the court heard. 

U2's representatives in Lon¬ 
don were not immediately con- 
tactable for comment on the 
case. 

Since forming in Dublin in 
1976, U2 have become one of 
the world's biggest-selling rock 
acts but retain deep ties to their 
home city. 

One of their most successful 
albums, 1987's "The Joshua 
Tree", was recorded at Danes¬ 
moate House. 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


U2 star's ex-aide jailed 
for 2.8 million euro theft 





ROME (AFP) - Italian 
art experts have dis¬ 
covered around 100 
drawings and some 
paintings by the young 
Renaissance master 
Caravaggio when he 
was training in Milan, 

ANSA news agency 
said Thursday. The art¬ 
works were found 
among a collection of 
works held at Sforza 
Castle in the northern 
Italian city, which were 
done by the pupils of 
painter Simone Pe- 
terzano, with whom 
Caravaggio studied 
from the age of 11. 

ANSA said the discovery came after a lengthy search 
through churches in Milan, as well as the collection of 
1,378 drawings done by Peterzano and his students. 
Michelangelo Merisi (1571-1610), or Caravaggio, is 
known as one of history's most tormented painters. He 
was involved in frequent brawls and vicious beatings 
and fled Rome after being sentenced to death for killing 
a love rival. Hailed as the master of the "chiaro-scuro" 
technique -- the contrast of shadow and light - he died 
of fever in exile and was buried in a mass grave. 


BEIJING (AFP) - China's state-run Catholic church or¬ 
dained a bishop on Friday in defiance of the Vatican, au¬ 
thorities said as they dismissed protests from the Holy 
See as "rude and unreasonable". The ordination of Fa¬ 
ther Yue Fusheng (C) occurred in the northeastern city 
of Harbin on Friday morning, said Yang Yu, a spokesman 
for the Chinese Patriotic Catholic Association (CPCA). 
The Holy See had warned this week it deemed the con¬ 
secration illegitimate and vowed to excommunicate 
priests who participated. Two Harbin priests who op¬ 
posed the ordination were taken into custody one day 
earlier and released on Friday afternoon, one of the men, 
Father Zhang Xisheng, said in an email to AFP. Yue, who 
was ordained as a priest in 1988, also serves as the 
deputy chairman of the CPCA and head of its provincial 
arm in Heilongjiang. 
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Cool Casino... 
where those in the 
know go to play! 



The great perks of gaming at 
Cool Casino in the Palm 
Beach has created a dedi¬ 
cated clientele; ask them 
what they like about the cozy 
casino, and they don’t know 
where to start! The free slot 
tournaments every Sunday? 
Major pay-offs in their 
weekly Blackjack tourna¬ 
ments every Tuesday and Fri¬ 
day? Ladies’ night every 
Wednesday with entertain¬ 
ment from great local bands? 
Or perhaps just the terrific 
benefits of being 

Member” 
which 
earns 
players 
bonus 
points to¬ 
wards addi¬ 
tional activities, 
free dinners, day passes at 
the Riu Resort, credit for 
play, or best of all: hard, cool 
cash! The casino opens daily 
at 10:00 AM and on Satur¬ 
days and Sundays, all are 
greeted with an early morn¬ 
ing “Kaffie Klatch” and triple 
points when using their mem¬ 
bership cards. 

Cool Casino is a great 
place to learn to understand 
such table games as Craps 


and Roulette, as they offer 
free instructions and mini- 
mums for beginners with 
which anyone can have fun 
and feel very comfortable. 
High-stakes tables and a 
major weekly blackjack tour¬ 
nament will keep veteran 
high-rollers happy, as well as 
periodic special events that 
attract an international 
crowd; stop by and check 
their schedule. 

Add to all this free drinks 
while testing the slots or try¬ 
ing your hand at 
the tables, and 
the oppor¬ 
tunity to 
enjoy ex- 
clusive 
pay-per- 
v i e w 
major sport¬ 
ing events at one 
of their dozens of plasma 
screens, and you can under¬ 
stand why loyal patrons find 
Cool Casino THE fun place 
to play. Slot machines are 
open from 10:00 AM until 
4:00 AM daily, and gaming 
tables open at 5:00 PM; ask 
for their schedule of special 
events and bonuses, as there 
are so many choose from, but 
every day offers something to 
get the adrenaline flowing! 







Budget Car Rental celebrating 
50 years budget-minded service! 


Explore Aruba in a Jeep wrangler hard top 


but this is balanced out by the 
cost of roundtrip fares to 
most resorts, and on weekly 
rentals is a decided savings. 

Budget has become the 
world’s third largest car 
rental franchise because of 
their commitment to quality 
service and product at the 
best price possible, and the 
staff of Budget Car Rental 
Aruba is equally dedicated to 
seeing their customers smile 


The car rental name synony¬ 
mous with savings will next 
month celebrate their golden 
anniversary of operating on 
Aruba! One of the first of its 
kind to establish a car rental 
agency with highly competi¬ 
tive prices, it still maintains 
that standard of offering the 
best service, a diverse fleet of 
vehicles to meet each renters 
needs, at the best price possi¬ 
ble. 

Budget has a fleet of 250 
autos on Aruba, ranging from 
subcompact to authentic Jeep 
Wrangler® hardtop 4X4 or 
the stylish Toyota Rav 4, for 
exploring Aruba’s outback in 
air-conditioned comfort. 
Their standard Toyota Yaris, 
the most popular model, is 
known for quality and de¬ 
pendability. Each year, they 
refresh 25% of their fleet and 
retire the older cars. Com¬ 
pared to the U.S., car rentals 
are quite affordable on 
Aruba, with the third party li¬ 
ability insurance included in 
the rental rates, as required 
by law. 

Budget’s head office is in 
Camacuri, not far from the 
airport, but they maintain an 
outlet right at the airport and 
another conveniently located 
in the Arawak Gardens in 


Clean, dependable Toyota Yaris 


Palm Beach, an 
easy stroll from all 
the Palm Beach 
resorts. Budget 
will provide free 
transportation to 
their Arawak Gar¬ 
dens outlet from 
any hotel, and re¬ 
turn you to your 
door when turning 
in your car. 

A Toyota Yaris 
rents for $174 for 
the week; there is 
an additional air¬ 
port concession 
fee to have a car 
available immedi¬ 
ately on arrival, Frederick, Lisette and Larry welcome you 


Aussie Girl Guides ditch pledge to 

queen and God 


SYDNEY (AFP) - Australia's 
Girl Guides will no longer 
promise to serve the queen or 
uphold their duty to God, 
choosing instead to "be true to 
myself and "serve my com¬ 
munity and Australia". 

In changes unveiled this 
week by the volunteer girls' 
group, members have decided 
to keep their sashes with 
badges, but pledges of duty to 
a Christian God, Britain's 
monarch and obedience have 
been consigned to history. 

The change, which began to 
come into effect from Friday, 
could see Queen Elizabeth II's 
picture removed from guide 
halls in a nation that has a 
strong republican movement 


despite remaining a constitu¬ 
tional monarchy. 

The movement, which has 
been around for more than a 
century in Australia, said the 
changes were designed to 
make it more modem and rel¬ 
evant, and help expand current 
membership from the current 
roster of around 28,000. 

Guiding began sponta¬ 
neously in many parts of Aus¬ 
tralia from about 1911 and 
aims to help girls aged 5-18 
grow into confident, responsi¬ 
ble community members. 

Girl Guides Australia has 
been reviewing the wording of 
the promise for close to two 
years, and some members had 
strong objections to the 


changes. 

But Helen Geard, chief 
commissioner of Girl Guides 
Australia, said the organisa¬ 
tion ultimately decided that 
"doing duty to God is proba¬ 
bly not language that is rele¬ 
vant to our young people. 

"I think it's a reflection of Girl 
Guides wanting to move with 
the times and understanding that 
as a country we are changing 
and seeking our own identity 
and that's part of being Aus¬ 
tralian," Geard told the ABC. 

According to the latest pop¬ 
ulation census, taken last year, 
26 percent of Australians were 
bom overseas and a further 20 
percent had at least one mi¬ 
grant parent. 
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Cycling: Six more retirements 
after crash-hit sixth stage 



Dutchman Maarten 

Tjallingii (Rabobank), Jose 
Joaquin Rojas (Movistar) and 
Kanstantsin Sivtsov (Team 
Sky) had all quit prior to Fri¬ 
day's stage because of injuries 
suffered in crashes. 

Germany Marcel Kittel of 
Argos-Shimano withdrew 
after 40km of racing Thursday 
having suffered from a stom¬ 
ach virus since Monday. 


land 


L 
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Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 

12:00 - 3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00-11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 


METZ - Netherlands' Wouter Poels (C) is pictured after 
the crash of around 30 riders 26 km before the end of the 
207,5 km and sixth stage, cycling race starting in Epernay 
and finishing in Metz, northeastern France, on July 6, 
2012. AFP PHOTO 


NBA: Lin to ink offer sheet with Rockets 
- report 


METZ, France, July 6, 2012 
(AFP) - A total of six riders in¬ 
cluding Spanish veteran Oscar 
Freire quit the Tour de France 
Friday after suffering injury in 
the crash-marred sixth stage 
over 205 km from Epernay to 
Metz on Friday. 

Freire, world road race 
champion in 1999, 2001, 2004 
and taking part in his last Tour, 
was forced to retire after frac¬ 
turing his shoulderblade re¬ 
quiring three days recovery in 
hospital, his Katusha team re¬ 
ported late Friday. 

Another rider forced out 
premateurely was Dutchman 
Wouter Poels of Vacansoleil, 
one of several riders left sitting 
on the road in pain after a mass 
pile-up 26 km from the finish. 

American Tom Danielson, 
who had suffered a shoulder 
injury earlier this week, also 


pulled out after crashing at the 
same spot, where many of his 
Garmin teammates also came 
down. 

Also caught in the crash 
were Italian Davide Vigano of 
Lampre and Spaniard Mikel 
Astarloza, who rides for Eu- 
skaltel. Both riders pulled out 
of the race. 

Rabobank announced that 
Belgian Maarten Wynants, 
who finished among a 41- 
strong group that finished the 
stage over 13 minutes down, 
had also quit after being diag¬ 
nosed with two broken ribs 
and a perforated lung. 

"Unfortunately, he's out of 
the Tour," Rabobank announced 
in a posting on Twitter. 

It brings the number of re¬ 
tirements on the race to 10 
from the 198-strong peloton. 


HOUSTON (AFP) - NBA free 
agent Jeremy Lin, the Asian- 
American star who sparked 
"Lin-sanity" in February for 
the Knicks, has reportedly 
agreed to sign a rich offer sheet 
with the Houston Rockets. 

NBA teams can't make any 
free agent transactions until 
July 11, but the Houston 
Chronicle was among the US 
media outlets reporting that 
Lin was ready to accept the 
Rockets' offer, which reports 
put at about $28.8 million over 
four years. 

The Knicks would have 
three days to match the offer 
for Lin. 

The New York Daily News 
was among the media outlets 
reporting that veteran point 
guard Jason Kidd, second on 
the NBA's all-time list in as¬ 
sists and steals, had opted to 
leave Dallas and would sign as 
free agent for the Knicks. 

It wasn't immediately clear 
if that meant the Knicks were 


Football: Van Gaal returns for second 
spell as Dutch coach 



THE HAGUE (AFP) - Veteran 
former Ajax, Barcelona and 
Bayern Munich coach Louis 
van Gaal was appointed Fri¬ 
day as the Dutch national 
squad's new manager follow¬ 
ing Bert van Marwijk's resig¬ 
nation last week after a woeful 
Euro 2012 campaign. 

"Van Gaal has signed a 
contract that will link him 
from August 1 this year until 


the end of the World Cup in 
2014," The Dutch Royal 
| Football Federation 

(KNVB) said. 

His appointment marks 
an end to speculation fol¬ 
lowing van Marwijk's resig¬ 
nation on June 27 after the 
Dutch bowed out at the first 
round of Euro 2012 in 
Poland and the Ukraine — 
one of their worst results in 
decades. 

Van Gaal, 60, brings with 
him a wealth of experience as 
a former player as well as a 
coach with Ajax, winning the 
national championships three 
times in 1994, 1995 and 1996, 
the KNVB said. 

He took over as national 
coach from Dutch football leg¬ 
end Frank Rijkaard in 2000, 
taking the Oranje to 12 wins in 
14 games. 

He resigned in 2001 when 


giving up on retaining Lin, or 
if they hoped teaming with the 
39-year-old Kidd could help 
him develop. 

Lin, whose parents are 
from Taiwan and a grand¬ 
mother from China, became a 
smash Broadway hit during 
last season after having been 
cut by two NBA clubs — in¬ 
cluding the Rockets. 

Injuries to two starters al¬ 
lowed the former Harvard 
University standout a chance 
to come off the Knicks bench 
and Lin responded by sparking 


a seven-game Knicks winning 
streak, his clutch shooting and 
passing skills earning him ado¬ 
ration from fans. 

"Lin-sanity" became a 
worldwide phenomenon and 
even after his role was reduced 
he served as an inspirational tale. 

As a restricted free agent, 
Lin can field offers from rival 
clubs but the Knicks would be 
allowed to keep him by match¬ 
ing any offer he receives. 

Lin averaged 14.6 points 
and 6.2 assists a game last sea¬ 
son for the Knicks. 


the Netherlands failed to qual¬ 
ify for the 2002 World Cup in 
Japan and South Korea. 

Van Gaal's coaching expe¬ 
rience also include leading 
German football giants Bayern 
Munich, taking them to the 
Champions League in 2009. 
He left the club last year. 

"We were looking for a 
trainer with a wealth of expe¬ 
rience, with personal and tech¬ 
nical expertise," said KNVB 
director Bert van Oostveen. 

"Van Gaal earned his spurs 
not only nationally, but inter¬ 
nationally as well and we 
know him as a dedicated and 
highly driven coach," van 
Oostveen said. 

In his first official reaction 
van Gaal voiced his joy about 
being approached by the 
KNVB, saying in the same 
statement: "It's the challenge I 
have been waiting for." 



HOHENSTEIN-ERNSTTHAL - Finnish Niklas Ajo of TT Mo¬ 
tion Events Racing team crashes during the second 
training session of the Moto3 of Germany at the Sach- 
senring Circuit on July 6, 2012 in Hohenstein-Ernstthal, 
eastern Germany. AFP PHOTO 
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Athletics: Gay trumps Gatlin, 
but Bekele struggles 



American Tyson Gay (C), American Justin Gatlin (L) and 
French Christophe Lemaitre compete in the 100m 


PARIS (AFP) - Tyson Gay 
won the battle of the US sprint 
heavyweights at the Diamond 
League meet here on Friday, 
overcoming a terrible start to 
edge Justin Gatlin on the line 
for victory in 9.99 seconds. 

Other stand-out perform¬ 
ances came from strong 
Olympic favourites David 
Rudisha and Sally Pearson, 
but Kenenisa Bekele was left 
ruing his form after a disas¬ 
trous outing in the 5,000m saw 
him confirm he would not de¬ 
fend his distance double at the 
London Games. 

Gay left it late to surge past 
2004 Olympic champion 
Gatlin, who clocked 10.03sec, 
with French hope Christophe 
Lemaitre finishing third 
(10.08). 
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”1 wanted to win this race 
since Gatlin beat me in the US 
trials,” said Gay, the US na¬ 
tional record holder and sec¬ 
ond fastest man of all-time at 
9.68sec. 

A first defeat of the season 
did not dent Gatlin's ever-high 
confidence levels. 

"I won the gold in Athens 
and the same thing should 
happen in London,” said the 
30-year-old who came back 
from a four-year doping ban in 
May 2011. 

Rudisha clocked an electric 
1:41.54, streaking ahead of the 
field on the coat-tails of regu¬ 
lar pacemaker Sammy Tangui 
in a bid to break his own world 
record of 1:41.01 set in 2010. 

Pearson also impressed in 
the 100m hurdles, dominating 
from the start to win in an ex¬ 
tremely rapid world lead of 


WHITESULPHUR SPRINGS 
(AFP) - Thunderstorms halted 
play at the Greenbrier Classic 
Friday with Phil Mickelson 
looking likely to miss the cut 
and Tiger Woods trying to 
avoid the same fate. 

When play was stopped be¬ 
cause of lightning in the area, 
Mickelson was already in the 
clubhouse after a second 
straight one-over 71 for two- 
over 142. 

The projected cut for the 
$6.1 million event was hover¬ 
ing around one-under 139, 
making it likely Mickelson 
was going to have time to get 
a jump start on his prepara¬ 
tions for the British Open, 
which starts July 19 at Royal 
Lytham. 

Woods started the day one- 
over and was at even par 
through seven after a bogey 
and a birdie. 

Jonathan Byrd and rookie 
Charlie Beljan were both in 
the clubhouse at eight-under 
132. 


12.40sec, not far off the 12.28 
she raced to win last year's 
world championships in 
Daegu. 

It was a different story for 
Bekele, the reigning Olympic 
5,000m and 10,000m cham¬ 
pion, and the world record- 
holder over both distances. 

The Ethiopian track legend 
could only finish ninth in the 
5,000m, almost 9sec adrift of 
compatriot Dejen Ge- 
bremeskel, who sprinted home 
in a world lead of 12:46.81 in 
a race being used as an 
Ethiopian Olympic trial. 

Bekele has slowly been 
coming back to form after 
spending two years battling a 
calf injury, but he never 
looked comfortable at the 
Stade de France. 

"I won't be going to the 
Games to race the 5,000m,” he 
said. "But I'm not so disap¬ 
pointed because I have my 
place in the 10,000m. 

"I don't have enough train¬ 
ing under my belt to go in the 
5,000m.” 

On-form Renaud Lavillenie 
maintained his impressive 
winning form, recording a best 
of 5.77m to win the pole vault 
in which there were only 14 
successful marks as the 10 
competitors struggled with the 
wet runway. 

It was the 10th victorious 
outing in a row for the two- 
time world bronze medallist 
who last week retained his Eu¬ 
ropean title in Helsinki. 


Byrd carded a 68 while Bel¬ 
jan flirted with a 59 before 
signing for an eight-under 62. 

"I haven't really realized 
what's going on,” said Beljan, 
a 27-year-old who earned his 
tour card by tying for 14th at 
qualifying school lat year. 

Beljan, who won eight 
times on the developmental 
Gateway Tour, had nine 
birdies and just one bogey on 
the Old White TPC course, 
holing all 17 putts he faced 
from inside 10 feet. 

Woods is playing here for 
the first time, coming into the 
event fresh off his 74th career 
victory at the National. 

That made him the season's 
only three-time winner, having 
also taken key major tuneup ti¬ 
tles at the Memorial in June 
and the Arnold Palmer Invita¬ 
tional in March — although he 
was unable to carry that suc¬ 
cess through the Masters or 
US Open. 


Golfs Storms halt play 
at Greenbrier 




METZ : Stage winner, Slovakia's Peter Sagan celebrates 
on the podium at the end of the 207,5 km and sixth 
stage of the 2012 Tour de France cycling race starting 
in Epernay and finishing in Metz, northeastern France, 
on July 6, 2012. 

AFP PHOTO 
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Wimbledon: Murray makes history, books final 
clash with Federer 



Andy Murray celebrates after his semi-final victory 


Perry, who was the last 
British man to win Wimble¬ 
don when he defeated Got¬ 
tfried von Cramm in 1936. 

Murray's meeting with 
Federer will be the Scot's 
fourth attempt to win a Grand 
Slam final following defeats 
at the 2008 US Open and 
Australian Open in 2010 and 
2011 . 

The world number four, 
deploying his trademark 
counter-punching game to 
devastating effect, looked set 
to coast into the final as he 
swept through the first two 


LONDON (AFP) - Andy 
Murray will attempt to be¬ 
come the first British man to 
win Wimbledon in 76 years 
when the home favourite 
faces six-time champion 
Roger Federer in an historic 
final on Sunday. 

Murray's 6-3, 6-4, 3-6, 7-5 
semi-final victory over 
French fifth seed Jo-Wilfried 
Tsonga on Friday made him 
Britain's first male Wimble¬ 
don finalist since Bunny 
Austin in 1938. 

But the 25-year-old will 
surpass even that impressive 
feat if he beats Federer and .... 

emulates the legendary Fred And V Murra y dlves to reach the baM 

sets. 

But a rare lapse of concen¬ 
tration presented Tsonga with 
a lifeline and the Frenchman, 
also a beaten Wimbledon 
semi-finalist last year, broke 
to take the third set. 

Yet Murray showed nerves 
of steel to save two break 
points at 4-4 in the fourth set 
before producing a stunning 
shot on match point that was 
initially called out and then 
corrected to a winner when 
the Scot challenged success¬ 
fully. 

"It's tough to explain (how 
it feels). It's a bit of relief and 
excitement," said Murray 
who appeared close to tears 



Spectators on Murray Mound / Henman Hill cheers after Andy 
Murray of Britain defeated Jo-Wilfried Tsonga of France 



as he celebrated on court. 

"He was hitting some un¬ 
believable winners and had 
break points at 4-4, but I 
managed to hang tough there 
and win it. It was an emo- 


there is still plenty of life in 
Federer yet. 

Djokovic, who was bid¬ 
ding to reach a fifth succes¬ 
sive Grand Slam final, had 
defeated Federer six times in 



Roger Federer of Switzerland reacts after winning 


tional end to the match." 

While Murray has history 
as his motivation, Federer 
won't be short of incentive ei¬ 
ther after the Swiss great 
reached a record eighth Wim¬ 
bledon final with a 6-3, 3-6, 
6-4, 6-3 win against Novak 
Djokovic. 

Victory over Murray will 
take Federer level with Pete 
Sampras's record of seven 
Wimbledon wins, allow him 
to reclaim the world number 
one ranking and clinch a 17th 
career Grand Slam crown. 

After hearing the critics 
decry him as a fading force 
for much of the last two 
years, Federer delivered an 
emphatic response by de¬ 
throning reigning champion 
Djokovic. 

Federer won the last of his 
Wimbledon crowns in 2009 
and the 30-year-old has been 
waiting to add to his Grand 
Slam title collection since 
lifting the Australian Open 
trophy in 2010. 

But on the evidence of his 
ruthless performance against 
world number one Djokovic 
under the Centre Court roof, 


their last seven meetings. 

Yet it was Federer who 
called the tune in his 32nd 
Grand Slam semi-final. 

"I’m ecstatic. I played a 
great match today. Novak 
played great in the first two 
sets too, but the third set was 
key," Federer said. 

"I stepped it up then. He 
had a break points in the 
ninth game of the third set. It 
was a tough match." 

After so much criticism of 
late, Federer was delighted to 
be back in the final, having 
lost in the quarter-finals to 
Tomas Berdych in 2010 and 
Tsonga last year. 
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